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Haiku for Toni Morrison 

Missing Toni Morrison 

by Al-Yasha Ilhaam Williams 

All her genius goes 

Where? Into the sky? The earth? 

The souls of black girls? 

Bird in the Hand 

by Sharan Strange 

(Of course…) 

The bird is alive— 

Warm, pulsing, its energy 

Ancient, feral, true. 

* * * 

Chloe’s/Toni’s bird— 

Language—full-throated, jeweled 

Swoop of bracing love. 

* * * 

Cupped now in your hands 

Will you cherish its bold heart, 

Release it to flight? 
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Prize, the Rona Jaffe Foundation Writer’s Award, and Georgia Author of the Year Award from the 
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