
JOURNAL OF THE
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
THEOLOGICAL CENTER

Botho/Ubuntu and Community 
Building in the Urban Space

Volume 50, Spring/Fall 2021



Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center (ISSN 50092-6558) is 
published semiannually.

JITC is a journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center. It publishes 
peer- reviewed research articles written primarily, but not exclusively, from an 
Africentric perspective of the Bible and related disciplines. All contributions are 
referred to recognized scholars who are specialized in the particular discipline in 
which the article is written.

Contributions of articles and books for review should be sent to:
The Editor JITC 

Interdenominational Theological Center 
700 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. SW

Atlanta, GA 30314
United States of America

(404) 527-7727
Email: journaleditor@itc.edu

Subscriptions should be sent to the Editor at the above address. 
Copyright

The Interdenominational Theological Center (All Rights Reserved)

Articles submitted for publication must conform to the house rules found 
on the home page:

JITC homepage (house rules, content, subscription)
http://www.itc.edu/academics/itcjournal/

JITC Order Form:
Institutional and Individual Subscribers are charged for international 
shipping. 

Individual Subscriptions:
___ 1 yr. ($24.00) 	 ___ 2 yrs. ($45.00) 	 ___ 3 yrs. ($65.00)

Institutional Subscriptions:
___1 yr. ($28.00) 	 ___2 yrs. ($56.00) 	 ___3 yrs. ($70.00)

Name_________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
City__________________________________________ 
State _________________________ Zip ____________ 
Email ________________________________________
Telephone (________) ___________________________
Please mail subscription to: The JITC Office
700 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30314-4143 or call 404-527-7727.



JOURNAL OF THE
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
THEOLOGICAL CENTER

	 Volume 50 					     Spring/Fall 2021

Musa W. Dube
Guest Editor, Volume 50

Temba L.J. Mafico
Editor

Jermaine J. Marshall
Associate Editor

Editorial Consultants
Tirelo Modie-Moroka, 
University of Botswana

Mmapula D. Kebaneilwe
University of Botswana

Charles Thomas, ITC, GA 
Harold Bennett, Morehouse, GA

Journal Editor Assistant
Angel Parks

A Publication of
The ITC Press

Atlanta, Georgia 30314



ITC Journal

Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center 
(ISSN 50092-6558) is published semiannually.

JITC is a journal of the Interdenominational Theological
Center. It publishes peer-reviewed research articles written
primarily, but not exclusively, from an Afro-centric perspective
of the Bible and related disciplines. All contributions are
referred to recognized scholars who are specialized in the
particular discipline in which the article is written.

Contributions of articles and books for review
should be sent to:

The Editor JITC
Interdenominational Theological Center

700 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Atlanta, GA 30314

United States of America

(404) 527-7727

Email: journaleditor@itc.edu

Subscriptions should be sent to the Editor at the above address.

Copyright
The Interdenominational Theological Center

(All Rights Reserved)



Botho/Ubuntu and Community 
Building in the Urban Space

Spring/Fall 2021





Table of Contents

Introducing the two journal volumes 			
	 J.J. Marshall						      i

Introduction: Towards Botho/Ubuntu-centred Individuals, Commu-
nities and Nations
	 Musa W. Dube						     iii

Spring/Fall 2021

Botho/Ubuntu and “Unsettling Patriarchy”: Go Laya in Gaborone 
Bridal Showers 
	  Musa W. Dube, Rosinah Mmannana Gabaitse and 			 
Malebogo Kgalemang		  				    1

Exploring Botswana Bridal Showers through a Relational-Cultural 
Connections Lens
	  Tirelo Modie-Moroka, Malebogo Kgalemang and 			 
Musa W. Dube 						      46

How I Met My Husband:  Bridal Narratives at Bridal Showers in 
Gaborone
	 Senzokuhle Doreen Setume, Rosinah M. Gabaitse and 		
Mmapula D. Kebaneilwe					     82

Botho/Ubuntu and Sex in the Shower: Bridal Showers and Sexuality
	 Rosinah Mmannana Gabaitse, Senzokuhle Doreen 			 
Setume and Mmapula D. Kebaneilwe 			   114



 

i 

Introducing the Journal Editor  
Jermaine J. Marshall1 

 

I am delighted to welcome Dr. Musa W. Dube, 
renowned author and professor of New Testament at 
Candler School of Theology (Emory University) as 
the guest editor for this volume. Dr. Dube is not new 
to the Journal of the Interdenominational 
Theological Center (JITC). She has served as the 
member of the editorial board of the JITC for over a 
decade beginning when she taught at the University 
of Botswana.  
 

The articles are inclusive of the Spring Issue 2021 
and the Fall issue 2021. The volumes are significant 
because they delve into Ubuntu/Botho philosophy, 
which has grabbed global attention for its relational 
ethics. The volumes investigate the intersection of 
Ubuntu/Botho with gender, class, migration and 
urban settings. They present interesting findings on 
how Botswana women are rewriting the patriarchal 
script in the context of practicing Ubuntu/Botho. 
Thus, these articles fit the mission of the ITC, which 
focuses on shaping students to practice justice as 

 
1 Reverend Jermaine J. Marshall, Ph.D., is associate editor of 
the JITC. He is also an assistant professor of Church History 
and African American Religious Experience the 
Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta, GA. He is a 
church pastor and a member of the American Society of Church 
History; the Graduate Students and Independent Scholars 
Committee; and member of the Steering Committee of the 
Wesleyan and Methodist Studies, American Academy of 
Religion and an author who has just published a book, 
Christianity Corrupted: The Scandal of White Supremacy  



Journal of ITC 

ii 
 

local and global leaders through liberative and 
transformative spirituality. 
 

 

 




