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Editorial Comment

Having done a Ph.D. dissertation on “The Origin And Significance
Of The Interdenominational Theological Center” at Northwestern Uni¬
versity in 1965, Dr. Bronson shares some of his insights with us in his
discussion of The Significance Of The Interdenominational Theological
Center in terms of its educational philosophy, ecumenicity, involvement
in the black church, black culture, black revolution and the wider
culture.

From his discussion, we can clearly see that The Interdenominational
Theological Center is the fundamental focus of black theological edu¬
cation in America. The Center is concerned with the liberation of op¬
pressed people, on the one hand, and with the reconciliation of all
mankind, on the other hand. Therefore, we are very appreciative of
Dr. Bronson’s concentrated effort to show “The Significance Of The
Interdenominational Theological Center” in light of its impact on
black theological education and on theological education in general.

Dr. Gayraud Wilmore in “The Black Messiah: Revising The Color
Symbolism Of Western Christology” makes a significant contribution in
appropriating the Christ paradigm to the existential meaning of black¬
ness and black liberation. He constructs a christology, using the ontolo¬
gical significance of blackness as its point of departure, in an attempt
to give both the black community and the white community an under¬
standing of the relevance of the person and work of Christ in light of
the condition of oppression, on the one hand and the need for both
communities to involve themselves in the liberation of the oppressed, on
the other hand.

Bishop Johnson in “The Need For A Black Christian Theology”
shows that black theology is grounded in the Christian witnessing com¬
munity because it utilizes God’s revelation in Jesus Christ as its norm
and point of departure. Bishop Johnson makes a much needed con¬
tribution to black theology in his attempt to demonstrate that its total
methodological structural analysis is informed by the black experience.
He challenges both black and white communities to be contemporan¬
eous with Jesus in the quest for the actualization of liberation and
reconciliation.

Dr. Robert C. Briggs in “Reflections On Ministry In The New Testa¬
ment” discusses one of the most perennial and pressing problems facing
biblical scholarship namely, relating the contemporary practices of
ministry to the historical New Testament.

He makes it clear that the Holy Scriptures have persistently served
as the point of departure for ministry. However, the question is posed
“Why appeal to the New Testament as the basis for understanding and
practicing ministry in the current situation?” This and other questions
are sufficiently dealt with as Dr. Briggs examines such categories as
hermeneutics, biblical authority, motifs of ministry in the New Testa¬
ment, etc.

Dr. Warren Thomas Smith brings into focus the historical significance



of “Thomas Coke’s War on American Slavery.” His historical investiga¬
tion shows the strong antagonism that Thomas Coke had against slavery
and also his desire to seek spiritual and physical liberation for the slaves.
Along with an analysis of Thomas Coke’s war against slavery, Dr. Smith
also reveals the various anti-slavery stands various conferences of the
United Methodist Church took.

On “The History Of The A.M.E. Church in Zambia,” Dr. Walton
R. Johnson makes a great contribution to the historical and missionary
value of the black church. Most major black denominations have mis¬
sionary programs in Africa but, unfortunately, there hasn’t been an
extensive amount of publication in this area. Dr. Walton R. Johnson’s
article is a pioneering contribution in attempting to uncover the begin¬
ning, development and present status of the A.M.E. Church in Zambia.

Henry J. Young


