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COPHER LECTURE SERIES

The Charles B. Copher Annual Faculty Lecture

Series was initiated at the suggestion of the Office of

The Journal of the Interdenominational Theological

Center in March 1979. This series is named in honor

of Charles B. Copher, Ph.D., who for many years

served ITC in the dual capacity of Professor of

Biblical Studies and Languages and Academic

Dean. The 1999-2001 Copher lecturers were

Rosetta H. Ross (1999), Tumni M. Nyajeka (2000),

and Edward L. Smith (2001); their lectures are pub¬

lished in this volume.
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PRESENTING THE ISSUE

This issue of the JITC presents the lead article by a vis¬
iting scholar in ITC’s Womanist Scholars Program, Office
of Black Women in Church and Society. The remaining
three articles are lectures from the Copher Lecture Series,
1999-2001.

Carolyn Akua L. McCrary’s Article, “Intimate Violence
Against Black Women and Internationalized Shame:
Interdependence and Womanist Pastoral Counselors,”
explores the phenomenon of violence against Black girls
and women and the ramifications this has on their psycho¬
logical functioning and overall being. Womanist Theology
offers a viable methodology for reflection upon the multiple
systems of oppression that impact the lives of Black
women, especially victim-survivors of sexual abuse. The
writer provides a litany of toxic ideologies internalized by
Black women that metastasize into unconscious intrapsy¬
chic mechanisms and lodge as fertile scenes and structures
of shame.

Rosetta E. Ross’s article, “From Civil Rights to Civic
Participation,” examines the U.S. Civil Rights Movement as
a social practice seeking to realize a vision of specific moral
ends. In this regard, the movement may be interpreted as a
campaign seeking moral ends with political implications.
The two lectures probe visions, vitalities, and practices that
prompted this response to develop an introductory discus¬
sion that may inform and guide African American, especial¬
ly Black religious institutions’ civic participation for a more
just society.

Reading colonial sources reveals that the current crises
of female subordination in Zimbabwe are both a historical
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event and a social process. Tumani Mutasa Nyajeka’s arti¬
cle, “African Women and Education: Vision, Myth, and
Reality,” identifies the classic novel, King Solomon s Mines,
as an example of mythical literature, providing violence as
a justifiable means to silence women. African women have
not recovered from the stupor induced by colonial abuse,
leaving them in a helpless culture of voicelessness and
existing in a luminal space of silence.

The noted African sociologist, Akinsola Akiwowo’s
thrust to indigenize Western thought through the “higher
vision” of the African oral tradition is analyzed by Edward
L. Smith in his article, “A Process Response to Akinsola
Akiwowo’s Ajobi and Ajogbe: Variations on a Theme of
Sociation.” The context of this discussion focuses on the
economic development of the small family farmer in the
rural South as they engage in international trade with Africa.
The goal in Africa is the restoration of village farms, as well
as the sponsorship of related economic development efforts.

Joseph Troutman


