THE JOURNAL OF THE
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
THEOLOGICAL CENTER




The Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Cen-
ter (JITC) is published semiannually by the faculty of
Interdenominational Theological Center, 671 Beckwith
Street, SW, Atlanta, Georgia 30314. Manuscript sub-
scriptions and requests for back issues should be di-
rected to the editors. Copyright 1987 by Interdenomi-
national Theological Center. All rights reserved. JITC,
indexed in Religion Index One: Periodicals and in Reli-
gious and Theological Abstracts, is available in micro-
form through University Microfilms International. Sub-
scription rates are: Individuals, $24.00 per year:; Insti-
tutions, $28.00 per year. Make checks payable to: The
ITC Press. JITC is a member of the American Theologi-
cal Library Association.

(BEIESIREGIRRESS
Atlanta, Georgia 30314




THE JOURNAL OF THIE
INTERDENCMINATIONAL
THEOLOGIGAL CENTER

(- )

IE

John C. Diamond
Joseph E. Troutman
Editors

ames H. Cone
Contributing Editor

y Dwayne Martin
>11) d







Table of Contents
Volume XXIII, No. 1 Fall 1995

Srescmtortthenksanie s e, L e i Seats 1

Blacks/Negroes: Participants in the Development of
Civilization in the Ancient World and Their Presence in
the Bible

Eieemlesidd.. Caplhers ol s cxuilens, Lotamasis dat 3

God's Name Yahweh Elohim and the Unification of Is-
rael: A Challenge to Africans and African Americans
sllembatlicvitJackconiVIaliCol s et a3 49

Christian Mission in a Pluralistic World
195 T SRIESES vy 1 ) o S R al

Mantras, Mudras and Mandalas: Asian Challenges to
American Values
EF2 NG 1B et 9 A il Rl e Nk Tl A Sl

Toward a Balanced Perspective of Creation
Samact P Abirdhams s (0 o el sk 181:9)







Presenting the Issue

The lead article in this issue is written by Charles
B. Copher, who for many years served at Interdenomi-
national Theological Center (ITC), in the dual capacity
of Professor of Biblical Studies and Languages (Old
Testament) and Academic Dean. The Charles B. Copher
Lecture Series was established in his honor in March
1979, as a part of the school's Twentieth Anniversary
Celebration. In terms of its content, Copher's article
probes the question concerning the presence of Blacks/
Negroes in the Bible and in the biblical world. This, of
course, includes a study of their contributions to He-
brew religion and the writing of the Old Testament.
This article was presented at the Society of Biblical
Literature, November 22, 1993 in Washington, D.C.

This theme continues in the work by Temba
Mafico, the fifteenth Copher Lecturer (1994), who ex-
plores the relationship between the unification of Is-
rael and the divine name Yahweh. His study documents
several historical instances wherein naming and iden-
tification have been instrumental in the unification of
fragmented groups. It is thus recommended to African
and African Americans.

Darius L. Swann, the fourteenth Copher Lecturer
(1993), investigates, in his first article, the role of West-
ern missionary movement, while his second article dis-
cusses Asian challenges to American values. The con-
text for both essays is the contemporary pluralistic
world.

The final contribution written by the African
scholar, Samuel P. Abrahams, and delivered as the
Convocation Address, Fall 1995, ITC, centers on the
Christian doctrine of Creation and its meaning for hu-
man life and the environment.
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